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his is some of the music playing in my mind over the years from the '60s until the early 
millennium, as interpreted through, Unforgiving Destiny - The Ruthless Pursuit of a 
Black-Marketeer, my latest book due for publication in May, 2017. The selections are 

more than just background hum to my life in those years. If language forms the mind, music 
shapes the soul. At times when I was imprisoned in some of the world's worst jails, or being 
pursued by agencies following an escape, the sounds saved me from losing my real identity, 
kept hidden under layers of false documentation. 

'Master Jack', a one-hit wonder, is a wistful goodbye to childhood; Chain Lightning the deceptive charm of black-market currency in 
lightly carried briefcases. Jimmy Webb's Macarthur Park carried the lush imagining of the mellow drugs and freed spirit of a 1960s 
that is less real than lovingly recalled. Couldn't leave out 'White Rabbit', of course. 

The Band restored a love of backwoods harmony and later offers the heart-tearing, 'Whispering Pines' I recall here, too the lifting 
voices of The Roches singing 'Acadian Driftwood' when for me, the human voice held the only purity of a stained world. 

Some of the songs here connect more than trinket-mementoes of time and place. There was an 'Eloise' I write of, if not with Barry 
Ryan's passion, then certainly the sweet obsession. I had my 'Black Cow' to carry; Sufi music carried our little caravanserai as we 
toured occupied Afghanistan; Tim Buckley's 'Dolphins' called deep contrast across the deserts; Richard Baskin's LA growls justified 
the smash of '70s hangovers, while Tony Joe White gave great southern highways grip enough to hang your hat on. And I heard 
Joni's 'Amelia' at 33,000 feet as I flew to another false dawn and deep trap. There's more to come on this list but I'll sift it to eight 
hours. 

The point is this: in a book, there's little point in mentioning the music: of the few who know each song, they have their own bells' 
echoes in time. For the many who haven't heard your reference, it's a frustrating waste of ink for them — and they are right. They'd 
be justified in feeling left out. So, I make the play here. Where else? There might be just six degrees of separation between a rice 
farmer in China and the queen of England, but for the first time in our big world, we are just three clicks from understanding. 'I 
Believe in You' is not just talk.    
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http://davidmcmillan.net/en/EXTRAS/
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL15mJziZMVmuKG4CY7yCpyaaxRPjII33I
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