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David McMillan, the author: 

Biographical notes 

Born in London in 1956, David McMillan spent his early years in Australia where, at 12, 

ƘŜ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘ ŀ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ǘŜƭŜǾƛǎƛƻƴ ƴŜǿǎ programme. After education at Caulfield 

Grammar School, he trained as a cine-camera operator, then briefly worked for Masius 

advertising as an in-house TV/Radio producer before joining the drug-law reform 

ƳƻǾŜƳŜƴǘΦ Lƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǘŜ ΨтлǎΣ aŎaƛƭƭŀƴ ōŜŎŀƳŜ ŀ ǎƳǳƎƎler between Asia and Australia, 

then South America and Europe. Although, the contraband network was sophisticated, 

misfortune resulted in frequent arrests and imprisonment, twice resulting in potential 

death sentences in Asia. 

Three years ago Thailand had its first success with extradition from the west in 100 years. An expat Birmingham 

kickboxer Lee Aldhouse killed a US marine in a Phuket bar fight. After many appeals, the kickboxer was sent to 

Thailand to stand trial for murder. This success led them to turn to another name long on its list. McMillan writes, 

άLΩŘ spent a couple of years fighting the Thai extradition claim to have me stand trial on the 25-year-old drug 

case from which I fled in the mid-ΨфлǎΦ L ǿŀǎ ŀǊǊŜǎǘŜŘ ƛƴ нлмпΣ ƛƳǇǊƛǎƻƴŜŘ ŀǘ ²ŀƴŘǎǿƻǊǘƘΣ and challenged the 

case at Westminster Court. Just two weeks before I was due to be flown back, the case collapsed. I had excellent 

lawyers, for once. If returned I would have been chained to a cell wall and 

not eligible for repatriation until the age of 76. Assuming I lived that long. 

!ƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ LΩǾŜ ŦŀŎŜŘ ŜȄŜŎǳǘƛƻƴ ŀ ŦŜǿ ǘƛƳŜǎ ƛƴ Ƴȅ ƭƛŦŜΣ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎƭȅ LΩǾŜ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ 

had a B-plan; most reliably, escape. Here I was relying on lawyers and luck. 

Rarely a happy combination. What saved me in the end was time and 

poliǘƛŎǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ¢Ƙŀƛ ŎƻǳǊǘΩǎ ǿŀǊǊŀƴǘ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ƳŜ ŜȄǇƛǊŜŘ ƻƴ нс {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ 

нлмсΣ ŀƴŘ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀ ŦƻǊǘƴƛƎƘǘ ōŜŦƻǊŜΣ ǘƘŜ ¢ƘŀƛǎΩ ƭŀǿȅŜǊ ǿƛǘƘŘǊŜǿ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘΦ 

Although Thailand agreed not to execute me, I would have been on death 

row for the rest of my life. They were keen, too. Usually, in extraditions, 

ƻƴŜ ƴŜǾŜǊ ǎŜŜǎ ŀƴȅƻƴŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘƛƴƎ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ƘƻƭŘƛƴƎ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅ Ǉŀȅǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǊŜƛƎƴŜǊǎΩ ƭŀǿȅŜǊǎΦ Lƴ 

my case, at every hearing, a Miss Kittikat (or something like that; the Thai Attorney-DŜƴŜǊŀƭΩǎ ŘŜǇǳǘȅύ ǎŀǘ ƎƭŀǊƛƴg 

at me, sometimes accompanied by Odd-WƻōΩǎ ǘǿƛƴ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊǎ ƛƴ ōƭŀŎƪ ǎǳƛǘǎΦ L ǎǳǎǇŜŎǘ ¢ƘŀƛƭŀƴŘ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ǿŀƴǘ 

me back in their prisons. The generals were happy to have won in the British courts ς ȅŜǘ ƛŦ LΩŘ ōŜŜƴ ǘŀƪŜƴ ōŀŎƪ 

I would have been subject to the revenge of prison guards ς some 11 had lost their jobs ς and the world inside 

Thai jails is ruled by the staff, not the officials of the justice department. After the guarantees given to the UK 

government, it would be an embarrassment to find me dead in some cell within months. Now, the case is dead 

and can never haunt me in any jurisdiction again. But no one should ever say never.έ 

McMillan has written of his escape from a Thai prison in ESCAPE (Monsoon Books, 2007) and his early 

misadventures in ESCAPE: THE PAST (Monsoon Books, 2012). He says of UNFORGIVING DESTINY, Ψτ probably the last 

book of autobiography for me. The remaining experiences from the criminal underworld are more safely told as 

fiction, and so that is next.Ω ¢ƘŜ Sefton Cooper series will be published from 2018. 
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Previous Books 

Escape: The True Story of the Only Westerner Ever to Break Out of Thailand's Bangkok Hilton 

http://www.monsoonbooks.co.uk/books/escape-by-david-mcmillan/  

https://www.amazon.co.uk/Escape-Westerner-Thailands-Bangkok-Hilton-

ebook/dp/B00593YUUE/ref=sr_1_1_twi_kin_2?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1493758623&sr=1-1&keywords=escape+mcmillan

  

Among the 600 foreigners jailed in the 'Bangkok Hilton', one man resolves to do what no other has done: Escape. This is 

the true story of drug smuggler David McMillan's perilous break-out from Thailand's most notorious prison. After more 

than a year in prison and two weeks before a near-certain death sentence, McMillan escapes, never to be seen in Thailand 

again. 

Escape: The Past 

https://www.amazon.com/Escape-Redefined-Bangkok-Mcmillan-Drug-Trafficker-

ebook/dp/B0073HNMAS/ref=tmm_kin_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1493758683&sr=8-5  

In this gripping prequel to Escape: The true story of the only Westerner ŜǾŜǊ ǘƻ ōǊŜŀƪ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ¢ƘŀƛƭŀƴŘΩǎ Bangkok Hilton 

(9781845963453 / Mainstream Publishing), which has sold over 70,000 copies worldwide and is now an ebook bestseller in 

the UK, drug smuggler-turned-bestselling author David McMillan tells it from the beginning. Throwing away an expensive 

education as a teenager then a promising executive career, McMillan hits rock bottom only to shake off the dust from the 

dirt-floor warehouse that was his home to make his first million dealing drugs before he turned 21. McMillan details his 

incredible plans to smuggle two tonnes of marijuana from northern Thailand by Learjet, befriend drug-dealing pimps in 

fishbowl brothels in Bangkok, rig cockfights in Manila with disgraced British peer Lord Moynihan.  

Learn the tricks of the smuggling trade as McMillan arms himself and his teams of couriers with dozens of passports and 

custom-built machines that frustrate border guards for years. Success for McMillan comes at a heavy price as he builds up 

smuggling rings around the world only to see them repeatedly destroyed. While this true survivor overcomes prison time in 

half a dozen countries on four continents, the true cost is the lives of almost everyone he holds close. Soon enough the 

highlife of cash millions, glitzy apartments and commuting by Concorde is shattered as the law catches up with the urban-

cool trafficker in Australia. Despite eleven yearsΩ jail, and release under heavy surveillance, McMillan returns to the only 

world he knows: the smuggler s trail. Ahead lie shiploads of marijuana from Colombia, the opium fields of Afghanistan and 

death row in both Karachi and Bangkok. 

Publisher: Monsoon Books Pte. Ltd.; Exp New edition (1 Feb. 2012) 

2017: The New Book 

UNFORGIVING DESTINY - The Relentless Pursuit of a Black Marketeer 
Released, 2 May 2017 ς ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜǊΩǎ ƴotice: 

Lƴ мффсΣ 5ŀǾƛŘ aŎaƛƭƭŀƴ ǿŀǎ ƘŜƭŘ ƛƴ ¢ƘŀƛƭŀƴŘΩǎ ƛƴŦŀƳƻǳǎ .ŀƴƎƪƻƪ Iƛƭǘƻƴ ǇǊƛǎƻƴΦ !ǎ Ƙƛǎ ƴŜŀǊ-certain 

death sentence approached, he escaped from the maximum-security jail and disappeared into the 

hinterlands of Baluchistan, Pakistan. Despite Interpol alerts, McMillan continued his smuggling trade, 

although at a low level. Even so, he was caught and imprisoned several times. Eventually settling to a 

modest life in London ς far removed from the high life and wealth of his twenties ς he wrote and 

published Escape: The True Story of the Only Westerner Ever to Break Out of Thailand's Bangkok 

Hilton. The book was successful, and did not go unnoticed in Thailand. A slow but relentless process 

began to return McMillan to chains in Bangkok. 

Escape, McMillan says, άƳŀŘŜ ƴƻ ŀǇƻƭƻƎƛŜǎ ŦƻǊ ŘǊǳƎ ǎƳǳƎƎƭƛƴƎΤ L ǘƻƭŘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘƻǊȅ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ 

ǎǳŦŦŜǊŜŘ ƛƴ YƭƻƴƎ tǊŜƳ ǇǊƛǎƻƴΣ ǿƛǘƘ ƴƻ ǊŜŀƭ ŜȄǇƭŀƴŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ Ƴȅ ŎƘƻƛŎŜǎ ƻǊ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅΦ L ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ŜȄǇŜŎǘ 

http://www.monsoonbooks.co.uk/books/escape-by-david-mcmillan/
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Escape-Westerner-Thailands-Bangkok-Hilton-ebook/dp/B00593YUUE/ref=sr_1_1_twi_kin_2?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1493758623&sr=1-1&keywords=escape+mcmillan
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Escape-Westerner-Thailands-Bangkok-Hilton-ebook/dp/B00593YUUE/ref=sr_1_1_twi_kin_2?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1493758623&sr=1-1&keywords=escape+mcmillan
https://www.amazon.com/Escape-Redefined-Bangkok-Mcmillan-Drug-Trafficker-ebook/dp/B0073HNMAS/ref=tmm_kin_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1493758683&sr=8-5
https://www.amazon.com/Escape-Redefined-Bangkok-Mcmillan-Drug-Trafficker-ebook/dp/B0073HNMAS/ref=tmm_kin_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1493758683&sr=8-5
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sympathy from readers, nor do I now. Although I accepted that those forty years of contraband 

ǘǊŀŘƛƴƎ ƴŜŜŘŜŘ ŀ Ŧǳƭƭ ƛƴǘŜǊǇǊŜǘŀǘƛƻƴΦ ¢Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ Ŝŀǎȅ ǿƘŜƴ ŎƘǳǊƴŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎƳǳƎƎƭƛƴƎ ǿƘƛǊƭǇƻƻƭΦέ 

With Unforgiving Destiny ς The Relentless Pursuit of a Black Marketeer, David McMillan brings 

together the threads of his successes and misadventures. He details his large courier operations, his 

links in Colombia and to the mafia in New York City, and the mini empire he had built. Then, the 

downfall, as his couriers turned state witnesses, resulting in a long prison term. After his Thailand 

escape, McMillan became Western advisor to a tribal lord on the Afghanistan border before creating 

a new life and identity in London. Long haunted by the death of his first wife a decade earlier, 

McMillan courts and wins the English girl who cannot know his past. Yet a call to Afghanistan during 

Taliban rule, destroys, again, all he has built. Freed from the torture cells in Karachi, McMillan begins 

once more. The reader may condemn his ethics, yet admire his resilience. 

ά¢ƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ ƭƛƴƪƛƴƎ ŎƻǊŘ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘƻǎŜ ȅŜŀǊǎΣέ ǿǊƛǘŜǎ aŎaƛƭƭŀƴΣ άǿŀǎ 59! Ƴŀƴ .ƛƭƭ {ƘŜƴƪƳŀƴƴ τ he 

ŀǇǇŜŀǊŜŘ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ƳŜ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ƳŀƧƻǊ ŀǊǊŜǎǘǎΦέ ¢Ƙŀǘ ǘǿƛƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¦{ ŀƎŜƴǘΩǎ ƻōǎŜǎǎƛƻƴ ōƛƴŘǎ ǘƘƛǎ от-

year chronicle together, as McMillan survives alone, culminating with the final attempt in 2016 to 

extradite him through the London courts.  

Unforgiving Destiny is an extraordinary work as biography: a rare underground life exposed beyond 

the usual true-crime standards, told with compassion and honesty. 

f 

In four parts spanning almost forty years, the book begins when, in his twenties, McMillan was at 

the peak of his criminal career, operating couriers between South America and Europe, Thailand and 

Australia. 

PART ONE 

Airports & Americas; Couriers & High Life 
The reader becomes the shadow to the couriers as McMillan micro-manages their every step. Meet 

George the Greek, inveterate gambler in hock to the mob; Secretary Sue who wishes for a better life; 

Peter Dale the perfect courier: posing as a tennis pro and living a complete fantasy while he masks 

the reality of drugs in his luggage. And Michael Sullivan, life-long friend of McMillan.  

Double-cross, ruthless ambition and New York mafia all build traps for David, while the DEA build 

their own ambitions. 

As McMillan prepares to dismantle his mini-empire, he mounts a luxurious Silk-Road caravan across 

Afghanistan. Neglecting his contacts, an obsessed DEA agent Bill Shenkmann spurs a task force to  
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arrest the group in Australia. In the massive supreme court trial that 

follows, most turn traitor, two are dead and David and Michael 

begin long prison sentences. Released and haunted, David is 

shattered by a Bangkok arrest. 

Part III - The Lord of Baluchistan; A London Gentleman in Love 

Thai police & foreign agencies would not forget the escape. Nor 

would the U.S. Drug Enforcement Administration. 

After escaping from Thailand's 'Bangkok Hilton', McMillan flees to 

the Baluchistan tribal lands in Pakistan, and soon becomes adviser to 

a local warlord, Noor Jehan Magsi. Pictured on Interpol alert list as a 

fugitive, David changes identity again to begin a new life in London. 

There, he meets Eloise Morse, and mounts a campaign to win her, 

masquerading as retired man of means. 

On the Arabian Sea 

Having established a new life with Eloise 

in London, David returns to Afghanistan 

'one last time' to locate a kidnapped 

friend, where he must strike deals with 

Taliban and local bandits. Successful, he 

returns to Karachi where he is betrayed 

and arrested - and thanks to his nemesis 

DEA agent Bill Shenkmann - tortured.  

Imprisoned at Karachi Central Jail with the high flyers, McMillan is 

soon 'disappeared' to Hyderabad dungeons and later meets Russian 

hijackers and an ambitious Air Force captain who has him freed. At 

liberty but wanted, David must balance the factions - tribal, official 

and foreign - who want to use him for their own ends. 

 

 

Part IV 

The Ghosts of Afghanistan; Scandinavian Summer 
Old counter-culture friends call David to Scandinavia where the 

smuggling of tonnes of hashish has left a mess. 

McMillan is again a target. 

 

At the book's conclusion, all the threads τ as much as real life 

permits τ come together and David's enemies and friends leave 

their former lives, mostly by death. Yet the survivor speaks. 

 

 Clelia Vigano, David's 
lover, was charged but fate intervened. 

 Michael Sullivan 
stood trial with David after couriers 
turned state witnesses. 

 

 

McMillan paid officials to move 

from his 164-man cell (above) to a 

private cell with just five cellmates. 

Essential to avoid the informers 

placed in every cell, and control for 

escape night. 
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Termination 

 

After living in London - almost peacefully - the past catches up with McMillan. 

Another life is broken. 

He is arrested at the request of Thailand and endures bitter hearings at 

Westminster court.  

 

 

UK: click image for availability 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Australia https://www.amazon.com.au/Unforgiving-Destiny-Relentless-Pursuit-Marketeer-

ebook/dp/B071V7D7WW/ref=sr_1_1?s=digital-text&ie=UTF8&qid=1493718959&sr=1-

1&keywords=unforgiving+destiny 

USA https://www.amazon.com/Unforgiving-Destiny-Relentless-Pursuit-Marketeer-

ebook/dp/B071V7D7WW/ref=sr_1_1?s=digital-text&ie=UTF8&qid=1493718835&sr=1-

1&keywords=unforgiving+destiny   

 

https://www.amazon.com.au/Unforgiving-Destiny-Relentless-Pursuit-Marketeer-ebook/dp/B071V7D7WW/ref=sr_1_1?s=digital-text&ie=UTF8&qid=1493718959&sr=1-1&keywords=unforgiving+destiny
https://www.amazon.com.au/Unforgiving-Destiny-Relentless-Pursuit-Marketeer-ebook/dp/B071V7D7WW/ref=sr_1_1?s=digital-text&ie=UTF8&qid=1493718959&sr=1-1&keywords=unforgiving+destiny
https://www.amazon.com.au/Unforgiving-Destiny-Relentless-Pursuit-Marketeer-ebook/dp/B071V7D7WW/ref=sr_1_1?s=digital-text&ie=UTF8&qid=1493718959&sr=1-1&keywords=unforgiving+destiny
https://www.amazon.com/Unforgiving-Destiny-Relentless-Pursuit-Marketeer-ebook/dp/B071V7D7WW/ref=sr_1_1?s=digital-text&ie=UTF8&qid=1493718835&sr=1-1&keywords=unforgiving+destiny
https://www.amazon.com/Unforgiving-Destiny-Relentless-Pursuit-Marketeer-ebook/dp/B071V7D7WW/ref=sr_1_1?s=digital-text&ie=UTF8&qid=1493718835&sr=1-1&keywords=unforgiving+destiny
https://www.amazon.com/Unforgiving-Destiny-Relentless-Pursuit-Marketeer-ebook/dp/B071V7D7WW/ref=sr_1_1?s=digital-text&ie=UTF8&qid=1493718835&sr=1-1&keywords=unforgiving+destiny
https://www.amazon.co.uk/dp/1544253052/ref=sr_1_5_twi_pap_2?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1493380516&sr=1-5&keywords=escape+mcmillan
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Contact: 

E-mail: mail@davidmcmillan.net 
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